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INVESTMENT
OPPORTUNITY
for the collector

RECENT RELEASES

BULAWAYO'S CHANGING SKYLINE: 1893-1980

by Alex D. Jack, ARIBA and Louis W. Bolze.

160 sketches, including colour, of Bulawayo
street scenes and buildings, with text.

A HUNTER'S LIFE IN SOUTH AFRICA (VOLS. 1 & 2)
by R. Gordon Cumming.

Hunting classic of the 1840s. Standard & deluxe
editions.

RHODESIAN SPORTS PROFILES: 1907-1979
by Glen Byrom & Henk van Rooyen.

50 'greats’ from 20 sports presented in striking
action sketches and biographical text.

SIDE GATE AND STILE — AN ESSAY IN
AUTOBIOGRAPHY by N. H. Brettell.

A literary gem. Prose, poems and water-colour
illustrations by this talented author.

THE VALLEY OF TANTALIKA by Richard Rayner.

A delightful fantasy based on the damming of the
Zambezi, ‘told’ from the animals’ point of view.
Charmingly illustrated.

WILD PLACES OF ZIMBABWE by Dick Pitman.

An up-to-date survey of Zimbabwe's major game
parks and wilderness areas. A plea for conservation.

THE GOLDBERGS OF LEIGH RANCH by W. E. Amold.
The success story of a remarkable family with
particular reference to their farming achieve-
ments.

CRIME SCIENTIST by Dr. John Thompson.

A fascinating fifteen years spent as head of the
BSAP Forensic Science Laboratory. Gripping —
good for more than one reading.

RAGTIME SOLDIERS by Peter McLaughlin.
The Rhodesian experience in the First World War.

Well illustrated. Told with’an unexpected fascina-
tion.

FORTHCOMING RELEASES

THE BULAWAYO DIRECTORY & HANDBOOK OF
MATABELELAND by Alexander Davis.

Reprint of rare 1896 collector's item. New Intro-
duction and additional, early photographs. Small
edition.

ZIVMBABWEAN STONE SCULPTURE by Marion Arnold.
A most informative, instructive and interesting
presentation of a subject which all in this country
should understand. A major contribution to our
cultural life. Over 60 black and white illustrations.
THE ROMANCE OF THE POSTS OF RHODESIA, CENTRAL
AFRICA & NYASALAND (1940) and THE CANCELLA-
TIONS OF THE RHODESIAS & NYASALAND (1949)
by H. C. Dann.

Two works in one new reprint volume. Much
sought after by philatelists — rare in the original.
SALISBURY'S CHANGING SKYLINE: 1890-1980

by Alex D. Jack, ARIBA and Donald Cobban.
Companion volume to Bulawayo’s Changing Sky-
line — about 120 pencil sketches and water
colours with background text.

AFRICAN HUNTING by Wm. Charles Baldwin.
Facsimile reprint of the rare 1863 edition. Standard
and deluxe editions. N

ELLERTON FRY ALBUM OF RARE PHOTOGRAPHS
taken on the Pioneer Column of 1890.

Over 120 pictures of the route through Bechuana-
land and Mashonaland. Supplementary text by
Peter McLaughlin.

THE STEAM LOCOMOTIVES OF RHODESIA RAILWAYS:

1897-1978 by Edward Hamer.
Something to delight the heart of the 'steam’
enthusiast.

SOME FAMOUS RHODESIAN TRIALS by Alan Hardy.

Robbery, murder, embezzlement, witchcraft, etc.

Available through our own Book Club and our retail outlets in Genesis Galleries, Salisbury, and
Abercorn Street Bookshop, Bulawayo. Attractive discounts to Book Club subscribers.
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The History Society of Zimbabwe

The Society exists to promote historical studies and to encourage research. It also
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Introduction

This is the first issue of Heritage, a new journal published by the History
Society of Zimbabwe with the object of providing our members and other supporters
throughout the world with information about the history of the new independent state of
Zimbabwe and neighbouring territories.

Although the journal is new, it replaces a journal entitled Rhodesiana, 40 issues of
which appeared during the years 1956 to 1979, and which contained articles about the
history of the former country of Rhodesia and its neighbours.

Not only is the journal a new publication but the society itself is also in some ways a
new society, for in March 1980 the Rhodesiana Society, which had celebrated its Silver
Jubilee in 1978, changed its name to the National History Society. This was not its first
change of name, for when founded in 1953, it was called the Rhodesia Africana Society.

During 1980 the Society, in its first year under the new name, welcomed to its
membership all the members of the National Historical Association and Heritage of the
Nation. These two voluntary associations are fairly new in establishment and relatively
small in numbers, and have done sterling work in connection with the recording of oral
history and the preservation of old buildings. Our society welcomes the members of these
two organisations and is confident that the larger unified society can only grow from
strength to strength.

Heritage No. 1 is intended to offer something of interest to everyone — not only to the
historian both professional and amateur but also to the ordinary Zimbabwean and man in
the street who is interested in the history — past, present and future — of our land.

The future of our new journal depends on a steady supply of suitable articles for
publication and an ever-increasing membership. Accordingly, I appeal to Zimbabweans of
all races to contribute articles and to join our non-political society without delay.

Michael J. Kimberley
NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 1980-81.

Heritage is the journal of The History Society of Zimbabwe. It replaces
Rhodesiana, the journal of The Rhodesiana Society the name of which was
changed in 1980 to The National History Society (formerly the Rhodesiana
Society).

Since the annual meeting in 1980, the society merged with two other
organisations with similar objects, The National Historical Association and
Heritage of the Nation. It was therefore considered appropriate to make a
further change by dropping the words in brackets “(formerly The Rhodesiana
Society)” and adding the words “of Zimbabwe” and deleting the word
“national”.

This issue would have appeared in 1980 but production was delayed as a
result of the death of the editor, Mr W. V. Brelsford. Heritage No. 2 will
appear later in the year.




Above: Williams Building seen in the background of this picture of the funeral procession of
Cecil Rhodes in 1902 passing through Bulawayo. Photo — City of Bulawayo Records.
Below: Municipal Building and Post Office, corner of Main Street'and Selborne Avenue 1914- J
1940. Photo — National Archives




The Offices of the Municipality
of Bulawayo

by Mrs. J. L. Sharland

The first office of the Bulawayo Sanitary Board from 1894 was a small iron building
on the stand now occupied by Exchange Buildings. Later on it was transferred to the
Market Hall.

On 26 October, 1897, His Honour William H. Milton, the acting Administrator,
declared the township of Bulawayo to be a municipality under the provisions of Section 7
and 12 of the Municipal Law of 1897. The first municipal election was held in November
1897 and a declaration of poll was issued from the Magistrate’s office on 24 November,
1897, signed by Ll. Powys Jones, returning officer and Resident Magistrate. Nine
councillors representing three wards were elected.

The first seven meetings of the newly formed Council, from 24 November, 1897, to
29 December, 1897, were held in the Market Hall building. The minutes of the Council
meeting of 6 December, 1897 record that Clr C. T. Holland was asked to look into the
possibility of renting seven rooms in Williams Buildings. At the Council meeting of 13
December, 1897, it was resolved not to accept the offer of accommodation from Williams
Consolidated Co. for a tenancy of the seven rooms at a cost of £500 per annum, but to
await an offer from Willoughby’s Consolidated Co. On 20 December, 1897 it was
resolved to accept Willoughby’s offer of accommodation for a period of six months in their
wire-wove building which was near the Grand Hotel, at a rental of £30 per month.

In an early Bulawayo directory reference is made to Allport’s Patent Wire-wove
Bungalows at 128 Main Street E. Mr W. Douslin, who was one of the registered architects,
was the agent. A street map of the period shows Stand No. 128 as being at the north-east
corner of Main Street/7th Avenue, where Asbestos House now stands. ‘

At this same Council meeting of 20 December, 1897 the then Mayor, CIr 1. H.
Hirschler, was asked to approach the Government for a grant of a plot of ground *‘similar to
those given to other public bodies in order that proper municipal offices could be erected”.
On 28 February , 1898 CIr S. Lewis “moved that competitive designs be called for
municipal buildings and pointed out that the sum presently paid as rent and which would in
the near future probably be doubled, was equivalent to 5% on a capital sum of £5 000. The
Mayor stated that there was some doubt whether the Council could borrow any
considerable sum on the assets they had. On the motion of Councillor S. Redrup the matter
was postponed.

It is clear from reading the early minutes that the new municipality was existing on a
shoestring. In order to continue operating it was agreed unanimously at the second Council
meeting of 25 November, 1897, to accept the Government’s proposition to take over the
remainder of its loan made to the Sanitary Board. This amounted to £9 765 at that date.
“The Council must have money to keep the town going, there could be no stoppage in
certain works”. The municipal officials continued to work in the wire-wove building over the
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next six months, while the Council met at different venues. As already mentioned, the first
seven meetings of Council were held in the Market Hall buildings. The following nine
meetings from 4 January, 1898 to 28 February, 1898, inclusive were held at the High
Court, as were the following nine meetings from 14 March to 2 May, 1898 inclusive. The
meeting of 7 March was held at the Caledonian Hall — no reason for this change of venue
is given in the minutes but one can conjecture that the High Court was probably in session
on that particular Monday.

After the beginning of May the next 13 ordinary and special meetings of Council were
held in the Public Library buildings from the meeting of Monday, 9 May to Monday,
18 July, 1898, with the exception of the meeting of Monday, 20 June, 1898, which was
again held in the High Court. No reason is given for the various changes of venue, but
Councillors must have been glad to find a permanent home for the next fifteen and a half
years when the municipal offices were transferred to Williams Buildings in July of 1898. A
lease for a period of six months from 1 July, 1898 was signed by the Chairman, Dr. Sauer,
as the Acting Mayor, at the Council meeting of Monday, 6 June, 1898.

Williams Buildings stood on the corner of Fort Street and Selborne Avenue, and were
only demolished a few years ago to make way for more modern development. The first
Council meeting was held in the board room of Williams’ Consolidated Co. on Monday,
25 July, 1898. Council meetings were held weekly on Mondays with special meetings
held, where necessary, on Thursdays.

In the minutes of the Council meeting of 3 October, 1898, it is reported that an offer of
rooms in the new market building for Council offices had been made by the Bulawayo
Market & Office Co. It was resolved however, to remain in Williams Buildings ““until such
time as a more advantageous offer was made”.

In 1914, the municipal offices were transferred to a new site on the corner of Selborne
Avenue and Main Street. These buildings are still in existence today, occupied by various
Government departments.

The design of these buildings was the subject of a competition throughout South
Africa. Nineteen designs were submitted: First prize went to Gibson & Robertson of
Pretoria; Second to Hawke & McKinley, Cape Town; Third to Stanley G. Hudson,
Durban.

Building commenced in the mayoral year of Councillor Alex Fraser 1911-1912 by
Hannen Holland and Cubitts Ltd. The buildings were officially opened by the
Administrator, Sir William Milton, on 27 January, 1914, when Councillor Fraser was
again Mayor.

The cost of the municipal offices was £14 651.10.2 and the Post and Customs Offices
£24 139, making a total of over £38 000 for the whole block of buildings.

An interesting note is that the tenders for the furniture and fittings ranged from
£874.9.0 in Rhodesian teak to over £1 000 for Indian teak, or mahogany. The contract was
awarded to Messrs. Cubitt & Company who made the fittings and furniture in Colonial
style from the designs of the architect in charge of the building, a Mr Robertson.

By the year 1936, the value of the municipal portion of the building was estimated at
£35 000 but Government were not prepared to pay more than £28 000, which offer was
accepted, subject to the approval of the ratepayers. At a meeting of ratepayers in the
McMurray Hall on Wednesday, 13 March, 1936, a practically unanimous vote in favour
of the proposed sale was passed. Councillor C. M. Harris, J.P. was Mayor at that time.
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Bulawayo City Hall buildings, Fife Street, before the addition of the top storey.
Photo — Bulawayo City records

In 1937, the joint architects, Messrs MacGillivray & Son and Messrs Robertson &
Peel Nelson produced sketch plans and designs for the proposed municipal offices and
town halls complex but the estimated total cost of £102 500 including furniture and fittings
was felt to be too high. On 4 May, 1938, the Council received revised plans and the
estimates of cost were then £42 000 for the municipal offices and council chamber and
£49 000 for the town hall and minor hall. The total cost of £91 000 included £2 000 for the
proposed new morning market buildings on Grey Street. These are at present used by the
Jairos Jiri Shop and the Art Gallery. In his survey of the work of the Council for the year
ended 31 July, 1938, the then Mayor, Councillor D. Macintyre, J.P., M.P., regretted that
a final decision on the question of erecting both municipal offices and town hall had not
been reached because of other projects, particularly the N’cema water augmentation
scheme, then under way. However, the Council did decide to invite alternative tenders for
(1) the combined scheme, and (2) separate tenders for the town hall portion and the
municipal offices respectively.

In the following year’s report, Councillor T. A. E. Holdengarde, the Mayor, said that
the majority of the Council favoured proceeding with the combined scheme and tenders
were duly received and accepted in the sums of £36 497 for the town hall and £38 363 for
the municipal offices, a total of £74 860. The two complexes, although a combined
scheme, were erected by two different contractors, Messrs Ross and Hannah for the Town
Hall and Messrs F. McGregor Ltd. for the municipal offices. The foundation stone of the
building was laid by His Worship the Mayor of Bulawayo, Councillor T. A. E. Holden-
garde.




































































































































































































































